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consists of a highly elaborated series of visionary scenes, inter-
woven with lengthy exhortations to repentance. In it also appear
incidentally the leaders of the community, the episkopoi and
diakonoi) or presbyters, without any sharp differentiation between
the titles being recognizable (vol. xi, p. 292). It is clear only that
Hennas still knows nothing of a monarchical episcopate in Rome,
but is thoroughly familiar with disputes about rank and honour
within this circle. But the question must have been cleared up
soon afterwards; for in the second half of the century^ indeed soon
after the year 150, we find single persons like Anicetus and
Soter coming forward as responsible leaders of the community.
We have indeed preserved in Irenaeus1 a list of the Roman bishops
from Linus, whom the apostles appointed, to Eleutherus. And as
Irenaeus still knew the successor of Eleutherus, bishop Victor,
this list may be appealed to as the ancient and official tradition of
the Roman church (vol. xi, p. 291).
We have also, from fourth-century sources2, lists of Roman
bishops which agree with this ancient list, continue it, and even
supply precise dates of the accession to office and day of death of
the individual popes. That for the early period these precise dates
are invented will not be seriously doubted. Many, however, are
still to-day inclined to accept the years given, at least those for the
second century, as trustworthy tradition^ Unfortunately a critical
examination of the material does not confirm this belief. The
Roman list of popes was first supplied with trustworthy chrono-
logical details under Fabian about the year 240, and the period of
the rule of Pontian from 22 August 230 to 28 September 235 is
the first tolerably assured date of the Roman papal chronology.
All earlier dates assigned are guesses of later chronographers and
can make no claim to rest upon ancient tradition. On the other
hand, we have no reason for disputing the trustworthiness of the
list of names itself, and we may see in the persons named the
prominent men of the Roman college of presbyters from the days
of the apostles to the end of the second century, though it is only
after Anicetus that we can speak of monarchical government by
one bishop.
We cannot doubt that this strengthening of the authority of
the leader of the community was the outcome of the conflicts
which that period brought to the Roman community. About the
middle of the century both Marcion and his followers and the
1  Irenaeus, adv. Haer. in, 3, 3.
2  Catalogue Liberianus and lndex\ see C. H. Turner in Journ. Theol. Stud.
xvii, 1916, pp. 338-53; H. Lietzmann, Petrus wd Paulus*, pp. 7-16.
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